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+ Lead designer; Martin Redwaod

# Project taken: 3 days to install, 3 years on
and off (in the planning)

# Cost: £50,000
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InstallFcature

David Murphy and the HCC team take the train, the plane, a boat, a tractor and

pushbikes to cover a stunning install on the island of Sark

ow far will an installer qo to give a cuslomer

the home cinema of his dreams? What will he

put hirmsell through to ensuse that everything
goes to plan? Well, if the installer in question is Pounds’
Martin Redwood, the answer is, more than you would
imargine, Intrigued? You will be.

The slory stants around thiee years age, when Javie
Dance, ex-Olympian triathlete and one-time resident of
the island of Sark In the Channel islands, phoned
pounds after sening details of another of their installs
covered in HEC,

Javie was returning to live on Sark in a new-build
property thal would serve as horme for him and hiis wrile,
and which would also accommadate halidaymakers in
the main properly and in two detached holiday
cottages. Flans were afoot for a games oom with a
pool table, table tennis, table football and darts, but
Jawie also had an eye towards installing a home cinema
as part of the complex. Could sartin help?

Given the remoleness of the location - from the UK
mainland, the quickest way to get there is a flight to
Guemsey, followed by a 40-inute ferry, and once you
do get there, with no cars allowed, the quickesl farm
of transport is a pushbike - it wasn't feasible for Martin
to nip round and do a sile sunvey. Indeed, there was no
site to sufvey at this stage. So instead, Martin talked
through seme basic ideas over the phone,

‘at this stage, it was very sketchy” admits the
installer. ‘Javie wasn't 100 per cent committed Lo the
idhea at that point, so | just gave him some ideas on the
shape of the room, and sent him an illustration from a
TH¥ training manual to point hirm in the right direction.’

&t least they were talking. Javie had tried discussing
the idea with one or twe other installers, but once they
found out where he was localed, they lost interesl
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Given the fun and games Pounds had gelling them-
selves and the kit to the property, maybe they knew
something Redwood didn't...

'‘Me again!’
A year on, Martin had nolt heard from Javie again, and
assumed it was one of those jobs that had come to
nothing, ¥et the phone sang, and it was Javie, asking
martin to give him an estimate of how much it would
cosl 1o supply and install the sorl of home cinema
hie wanted. O course, he wasn't sure whal he wanted.
the installer duly gave him seme oplions and
started working out, in his mind, the logistics of getting
a load of hame tinema gear from north London o a
remnate istand in the English Channel, and making sure
it all hung together.

He had 2 lot of thinking time, howsver, as the tiail
again wenl cold for the best part of a year, until finally,
i January 2005, Javie called and said he had chosen the
kit he wanted for the cnema and was almost ready to
starl running the cables.

‘By now, | could tell he was serious about it," says
tdartin, ‘sor | suggested | would pay my own way 10
come over and see the site, and talk things over. -1
couldn’t carry on making recommendations over the
phone, there was too much thance of making an error.

And s, two weeks later, Martin and his installes
eolleague Mark Eastwick found themselves being tossed
around on a ferry on the final leg of their journey to Sark.
javie had business to attend to in Jersey, but hiad
pramised to be back to meet them at the house.

Two men in a boat
Mow Sark, for those who have never been there, is a
quirky place. The only forms of transpor an the island

are a few tractors and tailers, which you can hire to
transport any heavy equipment you have, and
pushbikes, also available for hire. just to add Lo the Tun,
there are no streel names.

and 5o, as the lwo installers disembarked on 2 cold,
wet and windy quay, they realised thal a they anly had
around an howr of daylight 1o play with 1o find javie's
howse; by that they didn’t really know where they were
qoing Uavie's advice had been just o ask the locals);
and c) that it was a fittle bit scary.

‘we took 2 few wrong tumings ard wandered around
aimlessly for 90 minutes betore we made it to the
house,” admits Marlin. This was more than Javie
managed: he was still stranded in Jersey, butin a phone
conversation, told the instaliers 1o maks themselves al
home and he would see ther in the morming.

saunds reasonable, until you realise that the Toeme’
in question was basically just a shell with electridty,

“We spent the evening in this outbuilding with the
wind howling around us,” says Martin. ‘1L was the
langest night of my life, 2nd al this poinl, we were
beginning to wonder if we had been sel up.”

They needn’t have worried. The following day,
Javie arrived, and they set o work taking  photos,
measurements and going thiough what he wanted fram
thie room. By now, Javie, using HCC and the intemet, had
thoroughly researched the home. dnema, and was a
lomg way towards knowing what he wanted,

“The biggest challenge was to do all this without
multiple visits to the ite, because that was a luxury we
literally could not afford” says Martin. ‘We needed to
think of every eventuality and go through everything
with the electrician working on the site, so thal we
eould supply him with accurate CAD dezwings tn work
from, to enable him o run all the cables.”
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